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WATER INFRASTRUCTURE — REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

33. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Water Resources: 
I am aware that the minister has recently been to various parts of the state to open major water projects. Can the 
minister update the house on the Carpenter government’s development of water infrastructure across regional 
Western Australia?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for the question. These are certainly exciting times in the provision of water and waste water 
infrastructure across Western Australia. Two years ago, the state government’s capital works expenditure 
through the Water Corporation was $650 million. Up until the time we took government, the expenditure 
through the Water Corporation never rose above $500 million. Last year, the expenditure was $674 million. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Capel! 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: This year, the expenditure will be $750 million. That will help ensure that we can meet 
the growing demand and the need for asset replacement.  

In current year, some $210 million has gone into the capital spend in country Western Australia. I was very 
pleased to go to Kalgoorlie for the opening of the Binduli Water Reservoir. That reservoir cost some $82 million, 
and a lot more money is being spent on the piping etc that will complement that reservoir. That is just one 
project to guarantee water for Kalgoorlie and surrounding areas. In addition, as I have already mentioned, we 
have opened the pipeline from Geraldton to Northampton at a cost of $44 million. That is a fantastic project. 
Other projects that are going ahead are in Hopetoun, and in Yalgoo with the reverse osmosis water treatment 
facility. We have also started to put in the bore for the Bridgetown regional water scheme. This is a $120 million 
scheme that will secure the water supplies for Boyup Brook, Hester, Bridgetown, Greenbushes, Balingup, 
Mullalyup and Kirup. I could go on and on with the list of projects across Western Australia in which we are 
building this important water and waste water infrastructure, because without this infrastructure, many other 
projects would be limited. In a state that is growing as fast as Western Australia, there is a huge demand for this 
infrastructure. The figures that I have given show that the Carpenter government is committed to putting in huge 
additional money for capital works so that we can meet the growing demands of not only population and 
industry, but —  

Mr J.H.D. Day: The consumers of water are paying for that, not the government.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: There is nothing but ignorance and inexperience opposite. That is coming even from 
someone who is a former minister. That is because the former government ran deficit after deficit, because it had 
no budget management. The Water Corporation is doing this work within the envelope of budget management. 
That means that we are meeting our prudential requirements, as Moody’s and others have recognised 
internationally. Of course, the failed people opposite have no idea about how to manage an economy. That is 
why they are making such a noise rather than actually dealing with the issue. 

[See also page 542.] 
 


